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their increases may not be as dra- 

“matic. Highest dividend yields tra- 
ditionally are provided by electric 
utilities, natural gas utilities, tele- 
phone companies and interna- 
tional oils. 

“T expect consumer products 
and drug companies are going to 
lead the way with healthy dividend 
increases in 1996, thanks to their 
‘steady earnings growth,” pre- 
dicted Charles Carlson, market 
strategist with the Dow Theory 
Forecasts investment letter in 
Hammond, Ind. “Dividends often 
Serve as a signal, so if a company 
really wants to make a statement 
about where its business is headed, 
“if can use a dividend increase to 
make that statement.” 

Some companies are more inter- 
ested than others in sending out 
positive vibes. 

Among firms with tremendous 
records for regularly increasing 
their dividends over the years, 
Stromberg noted, are General 
Electric, Bane One, Cincinnati Fi- 
nancial, the Travelers Group, 
ALLTEL, Pepsi Co, Philip Morris, 
Newell, Procter & Gamble, Read- 
er’s Digest, Hubbell, Teleflex, An- 
alysts International, Mobile, Great 
‘Lakes Chemical and Kimberly- 
Clark. 

Coca-Cola Co., Johnson & John- 
son, Pfizer, ConAgra, Mobile and 
Exxon are also noteworthy, Kauf- 
man said. Philip Morris, Emerson 
Electric and Merck are worth add- 
ing, Carlson believes. 
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or as a defensive stopgap. 

Merriman uses the later 
approach. ‘‘Our goal of market tim- 
ing is not to beat the market. It is to 
protect investors from large 
losses,” says Merriman. 

That makes sense. The buy-and- 
hold approach works great on pa- 
per but it often doesn’t translate 
into the real world. When investors 
lose money, some of them panic 
and sell out at exactly the worst 
time. It’s a lot harder to remain 
committed to the long term when 
you have double-digit losses star- 
ing you in the face. 

-> .Merriman uses a combination of 
timing systems instead of a single 
one. That gives him extra protec- 
tien in case one of his timing sys- 
tems is too early or too late. 

- DIVERSIFICATION AMONG 
FIXED INCOME GROUPS. Not 
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cook your own meals. “But have 
you ever scraped fried fish bought 
from a fisherman on a Thai island 
from a regular mess kit?” asks 
Brad. If you have, you will be glad 
to know that the Walkabout cata- 
log has a “Non-Stick Mess Kit.” 

— If you are going to take the 
mess kit advice, the Boyles also 
suggest you get the 6.9 ounce 
Walkabout stove, which uses 
CV470 fuel cannisters widely 
available overseas. Also, take some 
spices, salt, pepper and maybea 
small bottle of Tabasco sauce to 
liven up (or disguise) your culinary 
adventures. 


That’s a small sampling of the 
catalog. Walkabout’s best sellers 
include the Portabolt, a door lock 
that they assure keeps out every- 
thing from unwanted maids in hos- 
tels to “mysterious attempted 
entries” in Third-World hotels. 

Also in high demand are 
PackTowls. Towels are not stan- 
dard items in budget lodgings or 
on deserted beaches, and the terry 
cloth variety are heavy and take 
forever to dry. But PackTowls, 
they say, release.90 percent of 
their water when rung out and dry 
very quickly. 

The most challenging part of 
starting their own business, says 
Brad, was becoming computer lit- 
erate, and the largest capital ex- 
pense was acquiring the necessary 
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computer gear — PC, fax, scanner 
and graphics software. 

That’s all behind them now, and 
Brad notes that the computer revo- 
lution has allowed people such as 
he and Gia to enter and succeed in 
home businesses that only a few 
years ago would have been impos- 
sible without huge capital outlays. 

Although he quotes Mark Twain 
in the catalog — “I have never let 
schooling interfere with my educa- 
tion” — Brad holds an MBA de- 
gree from Westminster College 
and sounds like a Japanese auto 
manufacturer when he discusses 
“just-in-time” ordering from his 
suppliers that helps keep costs 
down. 

The Walkabout Travel Gear cat- 
alog is available by calling 1-800- 


852-7085 Monday through Satur- 
day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., or by 
writing to Walkabout, P.O. Box 
58502, Salt Lake City, UT 84158- 
0502. The Boyles recently 
launched a new Walkabout divi- 
sion called A Safe Mission. That 
catalog features items especially 
for departing LDS missionaries. It 
is available at the same number 
and post office box. 

Walkabout also has a large Web 
site (30-40 pages) on the Internet. 
In addition to products, it outlines 
various adventure-trip itineraries, 
including such information as 
weather, currency exchanges and 
travel tips. Its Internet site may be 
visited at http://www.xmission. 
com/(tilde)walkgear/walk.htm 


Capitol Glass bought 
by Atlanta company 


Capitol Glass, 3515 S. 300 West, 
has been acquiared by AFGD in 
Atlanta, a division of AFG Indus- 
tries. 

Capitol Glass was a privately 
held company started in 1948 as a 
residential and automotive reglaze 
shop by Doug Brown Sr. AFGD 
purchased the company’s out- 
standing shares. 

As a result of the acquisition, 
AFGD Inc. is the largest glass 
fabricator/distributor in North 
American with 47 operations in the 
United States and 

Capitol is the largest 
fabricator/distributor of architec- } 
tural glass and aluminum products. 
in the Intermountain Area. : 
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